NATO Phonetic alphabet

Some letters may sound over a radio transmission very similar. To reduce the risk of a
misunderstanding, all letters aren't spelled individually, but with a easy to differentiate, pre-

determined word.
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International Morse Code

Flaghoist communication
The ability to communicate and make yourself g

understood can make a difference in life-
threatening situations — imagine for example
that you are trying to alert a search and
rescue helicopter of the pasition of a downed

pilot. To ensure clear communication, NATO
uses a number of well-known formats which Bravo
are in general use. NATO standardization (brabvab)
agreements enable forces from many nations iy
to communicate in a way that is understood -——es
by all
Some standards can be found in everyday K — D |:| D
civilian and military life. “Bravo Zulu®, typically
signalled with naval fiags on ships at sea and
meaning “well done”, is also commonly used
in written communication by the military, for
example by replying “BZ" o an email .
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The NATO alphabat became eflective in 1956 and, a few years later, tumed into the
established universal phonetic alphabet for all military, civilian and amateur radio

Morse code transmits text through on-off tones, light-flashes or clicks. It was widely used
in the 18805 for earty radio communication, before it was possible 10 ransmit voice.

Ships use flags as signals to send out messages to each other. The use of flags, known
as flaghoist communication, is a fast and accurate way to send information in daylight

Chatlie
(char-lee)

®
— ==l

Hotel
(hob-tel)
ceon

B oo

N

(mike)
N
»A  — —|

Romeo

(row-me-oh)
N .
(=0

i |
Whiskey
(wirker)

==

This also applies to numbers in a similar fashion:

0: "ZEE-RO" 1: "WUN"
"AIT" 9: "NIN-ER"

2: "TOO"
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Semaphore

Semaphore is a System in which a person sends information at a distance using
hand-held flags — depending on tho position of the flags, the message will vary. Tho
signaller holds the flag in different positions that represent [eflers or numbers.

Panel signalling

Panels are visual signals for sending simple messages to an aircraft. Using a limited

code, ground forces can send messages 10 pilots, for example 10 request medical

supplies.
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